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The CNU Charter embraces the idea of design for diversity. But, actions speak louder than words. The reality of most New Urbanist communities is that accessibility is provided only to the extent that it is required by law, and sometimes not even that. Leaders of the movement have even attacked these laws loudly and publicly arguing that they constrain their ability to create livable communities. I think that this perspective reflects badly on the movement and its leaders. At its root is the placement of a higher value on "authenticity" than usability. 

The accessibility laws came into existence because the citizens of our country decided that traditional building and infrastructure design was discriminating against a class of individuals. Thus, if we truly believe in diversity as an essential aspect of healthy and sustainable communities, then we have to invent new techniques and approaches that welcome and empower all residents. 

I see this problem as fundamentally attitudinal. When there is true commitment and a change of priorities, then accessibility will be viewed as an asset rather than a liability. Then we will find out that increasing usability for people with disabilities and older citizens, if done well, does not impede livability nor aesthetics. In fact, if done well, using the principles of universal design, it benefits all residents. And, it creates a community that is actually more authentic because it is not simply a slavish adaptation of old ideas, a nostalgic re-creation or an elitist project. Rather, it will create a community that combines continuity with the past with new ideas from the present in response to new realities. We need an organic approach to development of built form that moves us forward rather than backward. Such communities will serve us well into the future, as our society ages, and prove to be more valuable, establishing a more positive public perception of New Urbanism as a movement.

